Übersetzungstext: Englisch-Deutsch

Into a future of renewable energy

Global demand for energy is going to rise. And all around the world, countries and local communities are going for renewable resources to meet this demand.
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For eight years, people in the Thai province of Prachuap Khiri Kan have fought against plans to build two large coal-fired power plants in their region. They fear that the plants might pollute the environment and that they might threaten people’s health. With help from the international environmental organization Greenpeace, people of this province have now begun installing what they really want — wind and solar power. Meanwhile, halfway around the world, the state of California passed a new law in September 2002 that sets a target of generating 20 percent of electricity from renewable sources by 2017. And in the United Kingdom and Ireland, several projects have been started to generate electricity by using the power of ocean waves. From Southeast Asia to Europe and California, leaders in business, government, and civil society are calling for a transition to renewable sources of energy.
Between the late 1990s and 2020, global energy consumption is predicted to rise by nearly 60 percent. The largest share of this growth is expected to happen in the developing world, where some 2 billion people have no access to modern forms of energy such as electricity. And much of this energy is going to come from fossil fuels. But meeting these demands with fossil fuels and traditional technologies will further threaten the natural environment and public health. So alternatives have to be found. 
Today, renewable energy technologies are able to meet world energy demand and are ready for use on a large scale. Wind and solar power are the fastest-growing energy sources in the world. […] Organizations such as Greenpeace, working with local communities, can make a difference on a small scale, as in Thailand, but alone they cannot move the world towards a renewable future. Fortunately, there are examples on a larger scale, too: a handful of countries have taken ambitious and deliberate steps to advance renewable energy. These innovations have been the force behind the rapid growth in, for example, wind and solar power. By looking at how these countries have done it, we can get some idea of what is needed to make renewable energy a successful alternative to traditional sources. […]

Source: “State of the World 2003” by the Worldwatch Institute; this chapter by Janet Sawin, adapted
renewable /rɪnˈjuəbəl/: erneuerbar — demand /dɪˈmɑːnd/: Bedarf — coal: Kohle — to threaten /ˈθrætən/: to be a danger to so. or sth. — meanwhile: inzwischen — to set a target: ein Ziel setzen — transition: the process of going from one thing or idea to another — to predict: vorhersagen — urbanization /ɜːbənaiˈzeɪʃən/: the process of people moving from the countryside into the cities— expansion: growth — to meet demand: den Bedarf decken — scale: Maßstab — ambitious /əmˈbɪʃəs/: mutig — 
deliberate /diˈlɪbərət/: bewusst, absichtlich — to advance sth.: to bring sth. forward, to make sth. more successful 
Source: http://www.greenpeace.org/raw�/image_full/international/photosvideos/photos�/charoen-wataksorn-worked-close.jpg
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