GERMAN 1001 WORKSHEET
Kapitel 4, Thema 3

Modalverben

You are already familiar with the verb “wissen” and its somewhat odd conjugation (remember: there are no
endings on the ‘ich’ and ‘er/sie/es’ form!). The following are verbs that give a certain mood, or mode/spin, to
other verbs: Instead of just ‘doing’ something, you may have to do something or want to do something, etc.
These verbs, too, conjugate like “wissen”:

wissen kénnen durfen mussen _ sollen wollen mogen mochten
ich weill_ kann__ darf__ muss__ soll__ will__ mag__ mochte
du weilt kannst darfst musst sollst willst magst mochtest
er/sie/es  weiR_ kann__ darf muss__ soll will mag__ mochte
wir wissen kénnen durfen mussen sollen wollen maogen mochten
ihr wisst kénnt darft musst sollt wollt mogt mochtet
S/sie wissen kbnnen duarfen mussen sollen wollen maogen mochten
IMPORTANT:

¢ Note that (most of) these verbs have stem vowel changes in all 3 singular forms (ich, du,
er/sie/es) AND none of them has any conjugation endings in the “ich” and “er/sie/es” form.

e As with ALL verbs, the plural forms (wir, ihr, sie) are ALWAYS regular.

e Please note that the second verb (the action the subject wants to/has to/can, etc. perfom)
goes to the END of the clause.



